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Political and ideological attitudes, either of official or personal
nature, are beyond the scope of ‘this study and are, therefore,
neglected. Our appraisal of the settlement activity is limited to
emerging eccnomic and pnysical patterns which resulted from land
occupation, expansion of built-up areas, and control of local

natural resources.

The study covers, geographically, the WB and the GS,
however, the scarcity of information on Jewish settlement activify
in the latter region is reflected in more attention being given
to the WB on this subject, Nonetheless, the WB region is the most
important destination of Jewish settlers, partly because of its
relative proxity to the Israeli ecumene, and partly because of its
vital strategic value to Israel.

Arab settlement activity has been widespread in the WB
and GS. This activity has not been given sufficient attention in
past studies. Therefore, some attention is devoted to the discussion
of this subject with a view to show the impact of the dynamic
growth of Jewish settlement in the two areas. There is a possibility
that the two different groups will develop interdependent and
complementary economic systems with Jewish large settlements
replacing gradually Arab cities as major development centers, and
thus creating conditions of lopsided, asymetric dependence of one
community on the other. This being the case, the impact of the
dynamic growth of Israeli settlements is expected to be negative
on the existing Arab spacial development. The scarcity of
available natural resoﬁrces, including water, and the relative
smallness of the total area comprising the WB and the GS will indeed
add to aggravate the situation.
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marxed by temporary housing and limited infrastructure, many
settlements developed into permanent towns with even some opportunity
for employment. Moreover, althoﬁgh the backbone of the settler
movement remains the ultra-nationalists, motivated by religicus andg
ideological zeal, many of those who have taken residence in the
Jewish settlements are ordinzry Israelis lured by the attractiveness
of the communities, by their short commuting distance to major towns
within Israel, and above all by housing subsidies and other

financial incentives which the government provide to encourage
relocation., At the present, a majority of the Israelis living in

the territories fall into the latter catagory, and of those a
substantial provorticn are individuals who have historically supported
the Labour-Alignment rather than Likud.

In addition to accelerating the establishment of
settlements, the government has transformed their legal status.
Since 1979, all settlements have been incorporated into five regiongl
councils, whose jurisdiction is based on Israeli municipal and
digtrict law. The net effect of these changes is to apply Israeli
law to the residents of Jewish settlements and to undermine the

territories' status as occupied land.

The purpose of this thesis is to provide some early
appraisal of the intensive Jewish settlement activity in the
territories. The main focus is on the nature of the existing
settlements although some attention is given to future possibilities
with respect to Israeli potential plans to expand settlement

activity in the region.

The apprcach adopted here 1s to concentrate mainly on

records of actual information and on the appraisal of the possible

impacts of existing Israeli plans and demographic-economic trends.
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ABSTRACT

In recent years, the Israeli government has consolidated
its hold on the West Bank (WB) and Gaza Strip (GS) through a
multifaceted strategy, including the rapid expansion of settlements
and the legal incorporation into Israel of East Jerusalem and
Israeli-settled portion of the two territories. These efforts emerged
as a coherent Israell strategy in 1981, although they were most
intense under the Likud-led government, which was in power until
1984, they were initiated in the policy of the Labour government
since as early as 1968.

The Likud government assumed that the WB and GS are parts
of the historic land of Israel and that Jews have a God-given right
to settle and exercise sovereignty over the land. This government,
unlike the Labour-led government, placed Israeli settlements in the
heavily-populated highlands of the WB and amidst the congested
refugee camps in the GS, breaking up the Arab areas into atomized
segements. Between 1977 and 1984, the years during which Likud was
in power, at least 70 new Jewish settlements were built in the WB
and 10 in-GS, bringing the overall total to approximately 130. Even
more important, the number of Jewish settlers living in the
territories has increased dramatically from about 3 thousands in
1977 to approximately 40 thousands at present; in addition to the
roughly 80 thousands residing in East Jerusalem. Though unlikely
to meat its targets, the Jewish Agency has laid Plans to equalize
the Arab and Jewish population in thg WB by the year 2000.

There has also been important changes in the character of

the settlements. After several years of having a makeshift appearance,
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